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(To the Editor of the Tatatricat JourNAt.) 
THE SUNDAY TIMES AND MRS. MOWATT: 

Mr. Editor.—I am so gratified with the 
tone of your remarks about “ Fashion,” that 
I am induced to trouble you with a few words 
of comment upon the critique in the Sunday 
Times :—I will try, for brevity’s sake, to put 
as much meaning as may be, into few words. 
The most serious as well as the most impudent 
thing said about this play is, that it is ‘ not 
over strict in point of morality,” and the. 
charge is one which I should think well calcu- | 
lated to give pain to the respected and accom- 
plished authoress. Now, confessing for my | 
own part, that I think a less crime than that 
of forgery would have saved Tiffany from 
ban‘ruptcy, and answered the dramatists’ pur- 
pose just as well: I observe that the moral 
besides being conspicuously woven into the 
story, is well educed at its close, and properly 
stated in the epilogue. It is conventional 








justice, no doubt, but not necessarily true, 
divinely-approved justice, that a forger should 
suffer the egal penaltv of his crime. Nor is 
the handing over a criminal to what is called 
“justice” the most effective way in which a 
dramatist can bring out a moral lesson, and 
serve the cause of virtue. Conscience and all 
better feelings are more awakened and more 
satisfied, when a returning penitent is forgiven 
and restored, than when he meets the conven- 
tional reward of guilt. The Sunday Times’ 
critic has only shown that his notions of right 
are common-place and restricted, by thus ex- 
cepting to the morality of the play. What 
has he to say to the lofty tone Mrs. Mowatt 
adopts, in speaking upon truth and sincerity 
both in “Fashion,” and in ‘ Armand” ? 
The fact is these are both eminently nineteenth 
century productions, and their moral tone is 
remarkably high. If the lady had been 
writing for children, she would no doubt hayg 





anticipated the wishes of our critic by a diffe- 
rent sort of moral tagged to the story ; say 
something in this style :— 

Good Christian folks, this lesson heed, in time, 

That Forgery’s a very shocking crime ; 

And Governesses, well this warning mark,— 

Don’t go with foreign Counts into the dark! 

It is objected, further, that the moral sen- 
timents inserted to ‘‘ sweeten” the rest of the 
play are old, hackneyed, and obvious, of course 
—necessarily ; because these very sentiments 
are just naturally antithetic to the follies and 
fripperies intended to be exposed: no other 
course was open to the authoress. Add to 
this, that many common-place truths are very 
beautiful and important ; and add further, that 
they may be, and by Mrs. Mowatt have been, 
put in new lights, and expressed in pointed and 
telling language. Great part of the applause 
this play received was obviously awarded to 
the sentiments, excellent as was the acting, and 
this is the best answer to the charge of deficient 
morality. In the same spirit, I remark that 
the frequent laughter of the audience is a re- 
futation of the statement that the comedy con- 
tains nothing approaching to wit. Wit may 
be displayed in situations and incidents, as well 
as in language. There is often more fun in 
Leech’s sketches than in the accompany letter- 
press,—begging Mr. Punch’s pardon! 

The Sunday Times (with other papers) says 
the character of ‘“ Fashion” are superficial 
and common-place. I reply, the object of 
the authoress made it incumbent on her to 
introduce chiefly type-characters,—models of 
certain classes; and the wonder ought to be, 
that she has introduced so many of those with- 
out making them knock their heads together, 
and confuse the mind’s eye. As for the defi- 
encies in the conduct of the story, she has 
managed much better than if as occurs in 
some good plays,—the ‘Love Chase” for 
example,—she had puzzled or distracted us by 
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working off three plots together, like three 
grand displays of fireworks going off at the 
same time, so that one doesn’t know which to 
look at! 

I will only add that I am quite- a disin- 
terested observer in these matters. As for 
the reason of these unkind things said by 
public writers, it is of no great moment except 
tothemselves. To us, anything will serve, 
—a child’s reason— 


“A Kilve there was no weathereock, 
And that’s the reason why.”” Wordsworth. 


W.B.R. 
P.S.—Since writing the above, I have seen 
in the first number of Pasquin, the following 


DIALOGUE FOR MRS. MOWATT’S COMEDY. 

SrrtinG at the new Olympic, Jackson thus to John 
son spoke: 

“Wake up, Johnson, don’t be dreary!’ Johnson 
thus admonished, woke. 

“ Dreary I must be—don’t chaff me; rather on me 
take compassion ; 

How the deuce shall shouli I he lively, when you 
see wit’s not in ‘* Fashion ?”’ 

In return for which I beg to offer the follow- 
ing 
DIALOGUE FoR Pasquin’s NEW NUMBER. 

(if it reaches a second or third) :— 

To Mary Ann I took this verse—she, slily, when 
read it her, 

Cried ‘‘ This very stupid Johnson, can be no one 
but the Editor! 

** But take the pains to show me, if y u can, and 
will not mind it, 

** How wit was not in “ Fashion,’’ beeause Johnson 
could not find it?” 

* Quoth I, that’s a non-sequitur; proof will not 
come for asking ; 

And ’tis clear, if wit on Fashion frowned, ’twas not 
to smile on Pasquin ! 





METROPOLITAN THEATRES, 





OLYMPIC, 

On Monday Mr. J. Oxenford’s new play 
** Ariadne” was produced at this theatre. It 
is an adaption from the work of T. Corneille. 
Much expense has been laid out upon it, in 
scenery, dresses and other appointments. 
Mrs. Mowatt who appeared as the heroine 
was everything the author could wish; she 
possesses a greater power than we had hither- 
too given her credit for; heracting throughout 
was in every scene full of power and pathos. 
Miss F. Vining was no less so, indeed the 
principal parts are the two we have named. 
Mr. Ryder and Mr. Davenport acquitted 
themselves to the satisfaction of the audience. 











The play was successful and the leading actors 
and author appeared before the audience at 
their request. A new farce entitled ‘‘ Wanted 
a Husband,” was also produced, chiefly to in- 
troduce Mr. J. Reeve which went off rather 
flatly. Mr. J. Herbert who had a part ex- 
actly suited to him, that of an ostler, and who 
was the life of the piece, in several scenes 
with Miss Marshall, elicited roars of laughter. 
The two played up to each other admirably, 
and but for their clever acting, the farce would 
have shared a sorry fate. 
MARYLEBONE. 

We are glad to report favourably of this 
house. Since Christmas the tide of prosperity 
has set in with renewed strength. The pan- 
tomime abounding in beautiful scenery and 
comic hits, vies with the best of the season, 
while many of the dances add the attraction of 
novelty to the charm of grace. George Wild 
and Fanny Williams are highly attractive, 
each night being greeted with shouts of laugh- 
ter. Mr. Stirling’s farce of ** Wild Ducks” 
goes off extremely well. 

STANDARD. 

This popular house is nightly crowded with 
very respectable audiences. No change has 
been made this wee in the performances—the 
pantomime continuing, as we prognosticated 
it would, to draw the public attention to a great 
extent. A variety of new entertainments are 
however promised, and will no doubt be pro- 
duced in rapid succession; among others a 
revival of Shakspere’s play of ‘* Titus Andro- 
nicus ’’ which has not been acted for very many 
years. 

CITY. 

The pantomime of ‘ Pens, Ink, and Paper” 
improves by continued repetition. ‘ John of 
the Forge” has been produced with very fair 
success. The truly elegant saloon at this 
theatre attracts general notice, and universal 
approbation, and Mr. Dore really merits great 
praise for the additional attraction which he has 
thus given to the varied comforts of this po- 
pular establishments. 


DRAMATIC INSTITUTION, 
GOUGH STREET. 
A young lady the name of Kingston, who has been 
a great favourite at this institution, and who has ap- 
peared at different periods in the principle leading 
characters in the drama, took as we understood her 
farewell as an amateur; she has appeared frequently 
atthe St. James’ Theatre, when the Histrionics have 
given a night’s entertainment, and has always been 





considered for an amateur to possess more than medi- 
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ocre talent; upon this occasion she undertovk ihe 


arduous part of Katherine Lorn, in Mr. Marston's | 


tragic play of ‘‘Strathmore.”” We have spoken 
so frequent'y of this young lady’s person :l quaiifica- 
tions for the stage, that furthe: comment is quite un- 
necessary, suffice it to say that her acting upon this 
occasion fully justifies us in our former opinion; her 
deep pathos of paren‘al feeling mixed up with her 
love for Strathmore, was beautifully pourtrayed, and 
at the conclusion when with grief he is broken- 
hearted and dies ; she depicted all the sorrow, au- 
guish, and forlorn, hope in the most pathetic manner 
it was possib'e to desc ibe; he~ withdrawal from the 
Institution will be a loss in such characters. Miss 
Baddely who enacted the character of Isabel played 
with consummate skill and judgment : it is really 
surprising for one so young and with so little practice 
should form so correct a judyme t of the characters 
she undertakes, a clear proof the mind is occu ied 
earnestly in studying the author; her rebukes to 
Brycefield when he offered her his hand, and the 
taunting and sarcastic manner it was given, rea'ly pro- 
duced such an eff: ct thet but few in the regular pro- 
fession could: there was no dispos.tion to vulyarity 
or falling into tamecess, it was Conceived and exc. 
cuted with appa ent ease, avd with natural dignity ; 


the best procf of this young tady’s acting was the | 


impression it made upon her hearers, which was one 
universal burst of applause, that she has faults can- 
not be deniea, but that she is blest with superior 
talent is eqrally true. Miss Russell who undertook 
the part of F anchelle, the woiing maid, surprised 
us must agreeably ; she speaks the French lancuare 
very glib'y and her broken English interspersed 
with the French was high'y entertaning; her acting 
was easy and graceful, and had Mr. Whitny been 
conversant with his port, and spoke as he could 
have been heard the acting of Miss Russell would 
have been stili more appreciated by the audience, 
Mr. Joseph Marr, who was the hero of the play 
is deserving of great credit; tie was well acquainted 
with the author, and many ¢f the scenes were acted 
with spirit, feeling, and digniiy; the struggle be- 
tween duty and love, when he passed sente: ce upon 
Sir Rupert Lorn, was truthfully acted, and the dying 
scene at the conclusion was without doubt very 
effective. Mr. A. West as Sir Rupert Lorn, spoke 
with care and good emphasis. Mr. E. Noel wanted 
action, and at times was very tame, towards the con- 
clusion he warmed up in the part and got better. 
Messrs. Howard, Ford, and Milford, were at times 
creditable. Tue play was altogether better acted 
than we could expect, conside ing the difficulty of 
the characters, and the many that the play contains. 
The ladies were decidedly the most perfect, and con- 
scquently the most deserving of praise. 





TWENTY MINUTES TO FIVE, 
OR THE CLOCK’S LAMENT. 

Sadler’s Wells Wall, Jan. 26. 
Sitr,—Mr. Punch has taken up the cause 
of the “unprotected female,” the Times has 
done all he can for the fleeced pockets of the 
diner out, and all other unfortunates have been 
noticed in their turn, The Trafalgar Fountains 
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have been immortalized, Hungerford Bridge 
and St. Clement’s Clock have been thoroughly 
investigated, but I, poor pill garlic, am left to 
pine in secret. My misfortunes are great, I 
am well nigh paralysed; [ assure you, my 
dear sir, I hav’nt done any business for years, 
and it is an age since my face has been washed. 
You might sow mustard and cress in the dirt 
that has gathered. My hands have got so 
totally unused to work, that they refuse to stir 
a peg, and it is with the greatest difficulty I 
can manage to pen these lines. My inside is 
so out of order that I doubt whether any of 
the doctors in Islington, or even the noted pro- 
fessor Holloway, could put me to rights. So 
long have I been lingering that I do beseech 
some kind friend will do me a good turn, and 
at once wind-up my affairs, Between you and 
me, I think I might still do the state some 
service, for if Greenwood and Phelps would 
look over my works, I am convinced they 
would soon come to pieces, and then I should 
have some chance of coming before the public 
eye. 

My hand falters, I have no more time to 
spare,—I want to strike, but must remain ia 
statu quo. Your unfortunate Servant, 

Tne * Wetts” Crock. 

P.S.—Myddleton Square has just chimed 
the half hour. The folks are coming in num- 
bers through the gates in St. John’s Street, 
Here and there some one looks up and says 
“Twenty Minutes to Five.” Then there is a 
loud laugh. I can’t bear it any longer. Get 
some of your Cerrespoudents to write songs 
about me. Jo pray bring me into notice some- 
how. 


THE PLAYS AT WINDSOR CASTLF. 


These performances have heen postponed for 
some time past, in consequence of the decease of 
the late Queen Dowager. It appears tlat Mr. 
C. Kean was requested by the Queen and Priace 
Albert to get up the play of ‘Henry the Fourth,’’ 
and preparations have been going on for some time 


past, so that itshould be ready for representation’ 


on'the Sth of February, the first of the royal per- 
formances. Mr. Bartley it appears was selected to 
play Falstaff, a selection that no one acquainted 
wish theatricals could for a moment find f.u't with. 
Unforiunately Mr. Bartley has lost his wife, a cir- 
cumstance much to be regretted by those who had 
the pleasure of that Jady’s society. This sad event 
having occured, cf course Mr, Bartley cannot 
assume the part, and the play of ‘ Henry the 
Fourth” has been laid aside altogether we know 
not whether at the desire of her Majesty, or by the 
advine of Mr. C. Kean, if it is by the latter, we are 
sorry that her Majesty should be deprived of wit- 
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Dessing the representation of a play she had made 
up her mind to see, one no doubt she had read and 
wished to see acted, a play of all others which must 
have been highly amusing to her, Prince Albert and 
the whole court from the locality of many of the 
scenes, and the deversity of characters it contains. 
Now we would ask whether the manager, Mr. C. 
Kean is aware that there are other sterling actors to 
be found equally good in the representatiun of the 
jolly knight, to Mr. Bartley, and whether it would 
not have been advisable on his part to have substi- 
tuted some other leading and tulented actor, or at 
least have recommended to her Majesty some such 
person, rather than she should have been disap- 
— in this particular, Does Mr. C. Kean 

now an actor the name of Phelps, who has been 
delighting the town for the last three weeks in this 
very character, and who has done more to restore 
the noble works of our immortal bard, than all Mr. 
C. Kean can accomplish, if he lives for a century to 
come. Has Mr. C. Kean ever come in contact 
with Mr. G, Bennett, a gentleman and a scholar, 
who is allowed by every judge that has seen him 
play Falstaff, to be the very acme of perfeetion in 
the representation of the va'iant knight. It isright 
that her Majesty should be disappointed in the way 
she is, when persons of genius and standing in the 
profession are to be found, who, no doubt would 
afford as much amusement as the one selected by 
Mr. C. Kean; why really her Majesty must be led 
to believe that Mr. Bartley was the only actor who 
was at all qualified to personate the character before 
her, and that the character of Falstaff, is to be for- 
gotten, when this gentlem n is no more. No mat- 
ter what are the qualifiications an actor may possess, 
if he has not patronage, he cannot become one of 
the select. 

“ For many a flower is born to blush unseen, 
And waste its sweetness on the desert air.’’ 

















CORRESPONDENCE, 





One or THE Gops.—“ Garcia” is published, price 
eighteen-pence, 


R. K.— Mr. and Miss Marshall have left the 
Lyceum. Miss Fitzwilliam has gone tothe Hay- 
market. Miss St. George’s singing is much too 
ordinary for Madame’s high prices. The music 
required for the Wells, is of a very different cha- 
racter to that wanted for the Lyceum. Mrs, C. 
Horn is a very nice singer, but unfortunately, she 
has left also. 


Verax. — Mr. Henry Howard came out at the 
Queen’s. He is about thirty years of age. 


J. Jennincs,—We think Davenport an excellent 
general actor. He his not so great in some high 
tragic parts as Phelps, but then his talents are 
more versatile, and his round of characters more 
extensive, Some take Shakspere as the standard, 
others, an actor’s general capabilities. Who can 
decide when doctors disagree. 


A. H.—We think the Adelphi prices high for the 
character of the amusement. The house always 
fills, and so the lessee cannot be blamed for not 
making « reduction. 





+ 


Comique.—* Time Works Wonders” is one of the 
best modern comedies. Written by Jerrold, and 
played at the Haymarket. Supported bv Farren, 
Tilbury, Holl, Stuart, and Canales Mathews, 
Mrs. Glover, Miss Fortescue, and Madame Ves- 
tris, 








Che TCheatrical Journal. 





THURSDAY, JAN U ARY 31, 1850. 
(To the Editor of the Tuxatrican JournaL ) 
LEGION AND THE “ PATRICIAN’S 
DAUGHTER.” 

S1r,—I have much pleasure in answering 
your correspondent Leeton, on the subject of 
Mr. Marston’s play of the ‘‘ Patrician’s Daugh- 
ter,” but I wish it to be distinctly understood 
that in doing so, I express my own ideas and 
sentiments, and not those of another party. 
Lecion accuses Marston of Toryism. 1 think 
as Thomas Carlyle said of R. W. Emerson, 
who was accused by some one of pautheism— 
that the author of the ‘ Patrician’s Daughter” 
is above isms. I think that Lecion has mis- 
taken the poet’s meaning in the preface to his 
tragedy, and that Mr. Marston when he warned 
the reader against supposing he defended Mor- 
daunt, simply meant that he did not justify the 
sophisms put into the mouth of that character 
in relation to his revenge. Lecion justifies 
the vindictive course of Edgar Mordaunt ; 
whereas the whole tenor of the drama evinces 
that the author’s motto is ‘ Vengance is mine 
saith the Lord.’ Whether such a man as 
Mordaunt could have acted in such a manner 
is quite another question. Perhaps, but again 
this is merely hypothetical, and I speak not, 
‘as one having authority.’ Mr. Marston’s 
object in writing the “ Patrician’s Daughter,” 
was to strike a fair balance between the con- 
flicting elements of aristocracy and democracy. 
I am no partizan, and belong to no sect. I 
have no more sympathy with a Cobden than a 
Peel, a Russell than a Duncombe—am neither 
Chartist, Radical, Whig, nor Tory—and I 
believe every poet is more or less universal, 
and in proportion to the range of his sympa- 
thies he embraces more or less of all truth. 
I cannot but assert that the Earl of Lynterne 
and Mordaunt are fair types of the two orders 
—the patrician and the plebeian. t is note 
good that one should exist without the other 
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in the present state of things; but I most 
willingly testify in favor of progress, whilst I 
uphold Liberty and Order. I cannot agree 
with Lecion that the play in question is 
Marston’s best work, “Strathmore” is a 
better acting drama. The ‘ Patrician’s Daugh- 
ter ’’ contains some gems of poetry; but its 
purpose is not so lofty as that of ‘‘ Strathmore.” 
There are other productions by the same poet, 
(for instance ‘‘ Gerald”) no less rich in poe- 
try, and with perhaps higher philosophic qua- 
lities. Some poems have been printed in the 
Atheneum within the last few months—espe- 
cially “‘ Three Dreams of Death,” which evince 
that the author’s mind has progressed and his 
poetic genius grown more spiritual than at the 
age of 21, when he wrote his first tragedy. 
Had LrecGion read these he would not have 
called the poet a fve of progress and liberty. 
Will Lecton excuse me if I say that I think 
he has written hastily on some points? the 
greatest works of genius are not the first. 
The first enthusiasm of the mind is beautiful ; 
it is like the bursting forth of spring, and re- 
dolent ‘of love and morning,’ but the deep 
and earnest faith, the divine aspirations, the 
grand philosophy, and the etherial hope are 
sublimated by time and suffering. Shall I 
add that in all these the genius of Marston 
has progressed during the last ten years ; 
may he continue long to write, and may we 
who seldom write poetry, but who feel it— 
may we who have no very intense ambition but 
would do what we can to cheer and purify hu- 
manity, conscious of our errors and infirmities 
cling to the divine hopes which this spiritual 
poet has eloquently expounded, and live to 
work out poetry in act’ divinely. Bera. 





THE LONDON THEATRES. 
LYCEUM. 
(Concluded from Page 29.) 

The present structure was commenced 
within a brief period of its predecessor’s de- 
struction and completed with a speed perfectly 
remarkable :—it occupies a position close to 
the one upon which the old establishment 
stood, but as we have before remarked, the 
whole of this locality has been so elaborately 
changed within the last twenty years that it is 
scarcely possible accurately to describe the 
precise difference of the two sites. Beazley 
was the architect and there can be no question 
but what the building does infinite credit to 
his admitted ability—although its well-like 





shape has been greatly objected to. There 
was an on dit at the time that by some extra- 
ordinary mistake, no staircase to the gallery 
had been constructed, and certainly for the 
whole of the first season a temporary flight of 
wooden stairs presented a very ungainly 
appearance by the side of the building in Exe- 
ter Street. One of the opening pieces was 
a drama by Mr. Serle, entitled the ‘* Shadow 
on the Wall.” 

The season was only indifferently successful 
but very shortly appeared Barnett’s opera of 
the “ Mountain Sylph,” which attracted the 
town greatly and will always continue to please 
by its charming melodies, its admirable in- 
strumentation, and its English character and 
style. In 1836, this theatre was let by Mr. 
Arnold, Jun. to the company who opened it 
under a committee of management which suc- 
ceeded tolerably well. In this year appeared 
the ‘*Captain’s not Amiss,” a farce by Egerton 
Wilks, which has subsequently been repeatedly 
acted at every theatre both in London and the 
country. The succeeding events connected 
with this establishment have already been chro- 
nicled in this Journal— we have therefore only 
briefly to notice the highly successful manage- 
ment of Mr. and Mrs. Keeley by which their 
pockets were filled and the public delighted 
—and also to record the fact that this elegant 
theatre is now and has been for several years 
past under the able direction of Mr. Charles 
Mathews, [son of the celebrated mimic to whom 
we have frequently referred, | and his accom- 


\plished lady Madame Vestris—the style and 


accomplished taste displayed by whom nightly 
attract crowds of admiring auditors. W. 





THE ADVENTURES OF A 
VICTIM OF THE “LAW’S DELAY,” 


AND THE 
INGRATITUDE OF A GUARDIAN. 
(Continued from page 22.) 

In the course of the evening as the performance 
proceeded, he became quite interested in making an 
acquaintance with a gentleman, who afterwards 
turned out to be a countryman of his own. An in- 
timacy sprung up between them, and what was sin- 
gular, this gentleman was similarly situated to my 
parent, and precisely bent on the same pursuit. 
The intimacy ripened to such an extent, they be- 
came amalgamated, formed a partnership, and 
commenced operations in the hatting trade, in 
Abbey-street. Times were good, and with atten- 
tion to business they prospered. Mr. B——, ob- 
serving the unremitting attention his partner paid 
to the business, very illiberally began to speculate 
in other affairs, throwing the whole burden of the 
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business on his partner, and taking aliquot share of 
the profits, This proce:ure created a misundvr- 
standing ; and the result was, a mutual dissolution 
of partnership. The right of occupancy of the house 
Mr. B——, had irgeniously invested in his own 
mame: and again, through an unfortunate and pre- 
mature acquaintance was my parent launched on 
the town without a plase of business. A short dis- 
tance, perhips hundred yards, from his late partner, 
an unoccupied house arrested his attention, and 
anxious te lo¢ate himself in the neighbourhood, 
having male many friends and acquiiutances, he 
commenced quite spiritedly in his old business 
Trade poured in on him so rapidly, that he required 
assistance. Month after month rolled on, business 
still improving. He was now I might say, in the 
prime of life, good health, plenty of trade, and lacked 
but one thing to consummate the completion of his 
happivess and prosperity—a wif>. For this pur- 
pose he resolved to »dventure, and thouzht there 
would be no great difficulty in the accomplishment 
of such an object, from the position he held in 
society. In the year 1843, of a fine summer's even- 
ing, in the month of August, my father was plod ting 
his way down Hen y-street, near the Post Ottice, 
when chance or fate brought h m toa halt, in front 
of a straw bonnet shop, rather tastefully se” out, the 
bonnets encircle very prettily with a profusion of 
ribbonds and ornaments ; and in the rear of those 
attractions stood a young widow. After surveying 
the shop window, or, perhaps, more correctly speak- 
ing, the fair charge t iat occupied and owned it, en- 
tered the shop, respectfully accosting her: ‘ Good 
evening, Madam; I have called to solicit an order 
for some ribbons that L have to dispose of, and will 
sell them cheaper than any other house in Dublin.”’ 
Mrs. M——, apprised the sol citor for the sale of 
ribbons that at present she would decline them; but 
had no doubt they.would be a productive branch to 
her business; and being assured they woul!l, my 
parent was invited to call again the following day, 
with samples of the best kind. He accordingly po- 
litely took his leave, and as he was going out of the 
shop, neatly elbowed a large pane of glass. Such 
was the exciteable and captivited state of his mint 
when he emerged from the shop, that he knew not 
whether he was on his head or heels :—his brain 
was on fever; he was quite nervous; his heart 
palpita'e!; and a sudden d lirium prevaded him, 
which seemed quite unaccountable. Reader 
this was Cupid’s first assault the ‘ widow” 
caught his eye; his heart was subdued and a 
thread might lead him. There was a destiny; 
a fate in this interview, for the same spirit 
pervaded Mrs. M ; the feelings of each 
were reciprocal. My father returned home that 
evening an altered man. His demeanour was no- 
ticed, and expressions of apprehensions were mani- 
fested for his health, He declared he was quite 
well; but there was an innate gnawing at his heart 
which was a mystery to all but himself. Before re- 
tiring to the comforts of Morpheus, he laid out some 
of the choicest ribbons for the widow, but passed a 
sleepless dreary night, anxiously anticipating the 
happy moment when he was again to have an in- 
terview. The following morning he bestowed great 
care at his toilet, and sallied forth to Henry-street, 
“up to time.” ‘ Guod morning, madam ; a beau- 





ful day; | have called agreeable to your wishes, 
and presume I shall be able to secure your patron- 
age, (My parent was also a commission agent for 
the sale of ribbons, lace and furs). The widow in 
reply, stated, “ You, Englishmen, are punctual, 
you are to the minute, Mr. H——.’’ ** Punctual- 
ity,” he replied, ‘ is the essence of trade, and, 
without it, peop'e in public or private, cannot pro- 
gress satisfactory.’’ ‘lo the willow who was a!so 
a very business woman, these expressions were not 
overlooked. The result of this morning’s visiv was, 
the ribbon vender disposed of £20 worth of articles, 
and when giving a receipt said, ‘* Permit me, 
Madam, asa token of respect, to present you with 
this card of lace, as you are the most straight forward 
Irish lady I have ever transacted business with.’’ 
The lace was acc-pted with a most gracious 
acknowledgement, and after some few sales were 
effucted, it was quite app rent that a kind and affec- 
tionate reciprocity of feeling was establishing itself 
betwe:n the widow and ribvon vender. 
( To be continued ) 


a PROVINCIA 





MANCHESTER. 

Theatre Royal.—Tie ‘‘ Serious Family’? and the 
Pantomime have been the attractions at this theatre 
during the week, each of which have been received 
on each representation, with increased laughter and 
enthusiasm. Too much we cannot say in favor of 
the pieces, and the manner in which they are enacted, 
*‘Calaynos,” (now performing at Sadler’s Wells) 
is in active preparat‘oy, 28 well ag the fairy ex ra- 
vaganzi of “Cinde ella,” aud will doudtless be 
produced this week, on a most magnificent scale, 
Above 60,000 persons have witnessed the panto- 
mime! ! 

Queen’s Theatre —After another short season of 
great expense and severe loss, this once popular and 
handsome litle ‘temple of the drama,”’ is again 
closed ; ill luck seenss to attend all who take it in 
hand ; with the announcement of Mr. 1. P. Miller 
as manager, it was hoped its character would be 
regained, and suce’ss would be the result: but alas! 
it has proved otherwise, and has plunged him into 
difficulties out of which he cannot easily extricate 
himself, It has been a losing gave with all who 
have taken it, since the once palmy days of Mr. 
Sloan’s management; such results naturally lea us 
to enquire into the causes of this want of success. 
There have been several, and in our opinion the 
principal one has been its loss of character resulting 
chiefly from the countenance and even encourage- 
ment given to improper characters—we mean “la- 
dies” of easy virtue. Numbers of these individu- 
als were to found congregated in the Upper Boxes, 
which part of the house no :espectable person ever 
entered; on showing th mselves they were generally 
assailed by the “ Gods” with a volley of discordant 
noises, yells, groans, and coarse remarks, unchecked 
either by physical force, or by a sense of decency 
they would rival each other in the coarseness of 
their lude jests until the ears of the more respect- 
able portion of the house were disgusted, and a 
general hissing commanded silence. ‘This has been 
a crying evil for a long time, and as before stated 








has beem the secret cause of the desertion of the 
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place, by the respectable and more fastidious play> | Norwica.—Mr,. J. L. Thornton continues to 


goes. Another cause was to be found in the very 
disorderly gallery kept —the most deafened and 
discordant noises being allowed without the slightest 
attempt to repress them, which the presence of a 
policeman or two might easily have effected—this | 
cause alone we know has deterred numbers from | 
visitirg the place, whese choice might o'herwise | 
have led them there. It has also been very much | 
out of repair of late, and the whole interior requires | 
re-decorating and cleaning, not having been touched | 
for several years ; the box seats are also too narrow, 
and the backs too low to be convenient. There evi- 
dently wants an entire reformation throughout, to 
put it once more on a respectable and remunerating 
footing, not only in the house itself but on the en- 
gagement of performers, who, with one two 
exceptions have not been fit for any place beyond a 
penny booth. Prune the place of all the noxious 
weeds that have lately blighted its success, (which 
however cannot be done withont a consilerable 
outlay), and it will once more thrive and flourish as 
a fit temple for the drama. Until these hindrances 
are removed, never will the place be remunerative, 
or regain its charactar for respectability so long lost. | 

Springthorpe’s Warwork Exhibition.—A_ splendid | 
figure of William Cobbett, and also of Mr. R. Cob- 
den have just been added to this exhibition of wax- 
works, independent of many others that we have not | 
suffici ‘nt space to name. We live every reason to 
believe that they are very correct likenesses, and 
will well repay a visit; the variety is great, the 
characters selected popular, and the arraagement 
methoiical. 

Colosseum, Bridge Street. —'The Lauri family 
have been perfo-ming here during the present week, 
and we would advise our readers to go and see them, 
‘They have much improved since their last visit to 
this city. The new ballet of “Nick’em and 
Trick’em,” is very hnmorous and laughter-pro- 
voking. The whole performances are of a very 
superior order, and each evening there is a pleasing 
farce very creditably enacted. 

_Dunpre.—The “ Lady of Lyons,” has been re- 
vived to very good houses, and passed off extremely 
well. The Claude Melnotte of Mr. Powne being 
much admired. 

GLasgow.— Princess's. —The engagement of Miss 
Helen Faucit at this theatre has proved highly suc- 
cessful: the ‘‘ Hunchback ’’ drew a capital house. 
Mr. Edmund Glover merits great praise for his spi- 
rited management. 

LivERPOoL.— Amphitheatre.—Mr. Pablo Fanque 
has hitherto been greeted with much success in his 
management. The engagement of Mr. W. D. 
Broadfoot has proved highly successfull here: the 
“ Forty Theives’ and other popular dramas have 
been highly attractive. 

Bricuton.—Mr. Poole having retained a most 
talented list of vocalists, (including Sims Reeves 
and Miss Lucombe). the theatre was crowded nightly 
during the engagement, (now just concluded) of these 
popular artistes. 

Lreps.—Princess’s.—Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dil- 
lon have concluded a very successful engagement. 

Egerton Wilks’s highly popular drama of “ Lord 
Darnley; or, The King and the Freebooter,’’ drew 
eapital houses last week. 











increase the favourable impression he originally made 
in this theat.e; he is a capital light comedian. The 
drama of the “ Waits’? has been produced in a 
style which reflects great credit upon the ski!l and 
liberality of Mr. Clarance. 

NewcasTLeE —The management of Mr. E. Davi§ 
appears to give considerable satisfaction, the house 
being extremely well attended each night of perform- 
ance. .‘*A New Way to Pay Old Debts,” drew a 
full audience last week, and the enaction of Sir Giles 
by Mr. Swinbourne was highly applauded. Mr. 
Macready fulfils his last engagement in this town 
early next month. 

Rocnester.—Mr. Charles Gill bas been fortunate 
enough to please the playgoing world here, both in 
his company and selection of pieces. ‘The ‘*Sea”’ 
has been revived ; and the leading lady Miss Love 
exci’es general approbation. Great novelties are 
announced. 

Dersy.—Our theatre has just closed after a very 
Succe-sful season under the management of Mr. J. 
F. Saville. The last night was de: oted to the benefits 
of Mr. Watkins Burrouzhs 

SouTnaMpToN.—Business has greatly improved 
but still the townspeople do not award as much pa- 
tronage as the lessees Messrs. Poole and Wharton 
really’deserve. Mr. Aldridge the Black Roscius has 
appeared very successfully. 


PANORAMA OF THE NILE. 
EGYPTIAN HALL. 


Of all places that have iutereste] both ancient 
and modern travellers, none possess so great a source 
of attraction as the banks of the Nile; the certain 
reminiscences with which it abounds, are both scrip- 
tural and historical: hence this panorama cannot 
fail to excite the utmost attraction, and the wender. 
with which the various spots here mentioned abound 
must ever be viewed with the greatest interest, 
Amongst them may be mentioned the celebrated 
cities of Thebes, Nubia, and Cairo, with their varied 
sources of regard: the Ethiopian cataracts! the 
interior of the great Temple of Abon Simbet; the 
great Desert, with the Mirage; the Pyramids of 
Gizeh ; and though last not least the World-re- 
nowned Sphinz. From this cursory sketch it will 
be readily seen that the Panorama of the Nile is 
worthy of the closest attention. 
p———eaenrnnar—eenoees at 
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Portrait of Mr. VANDENHOFK.—We perceive 
that Jullien has published a lithographic portrait of 
this celebrated tragedian which is so extraordinary 
a likeness that, on inspecting it, we seem to have 
our old and honoured friend, almost living ‘and 
breathing before us. It is by a French artist and is 
-executed in the best and most classical style con- 
ceivable. 

Pavition.—Lysander Thompson the celebrated 
delineator of rustic characters is engaged at this 
theatre and will, we believe, make his appearance 
on Monday next. 
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A new farce by Mr. ‘Stirling Coyne, called a 


“ Peculiar Scene in the Life of an Unprotected Fe- 
male,’’ is in rehearsal at the Strand. Fielding’s 
comedy of the “ Miser ” will be revived on Monday, 
the 4th of February, for Mr. W. Farren and Mrs. 
Glover. 

The opera in Rome re-opened, according to cus- 
tom, at Christmas, for the winter Cardinal. The 
prima donna is an English lady, who is named the 
Signora Albertina. 

Mr. Webster has a new comedy ready for the 
Haymarket, in which Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kean, 
and Buckstone, and Keeley will perform. It is 
irom a Spanish story, and is fraught with good situ- 
ations and incidents. 

We hear that Miss Helen Faucit returns to the 
Haymarket very shortly. 

Fred Foster the obliging waiter at Joliffe’s con- 
cert room, Simon and Compass’s, Penton-street 
Pentonville, took his annual benefit last night, 
when the saloon was crowded with a very respecta- 
ble company. It may not be generally known to 
our readers that ‘ Fred ’ is brother of the celebrated 
comic singer Mr. James Foster lately deceased, 
who once so largely contributed to the public 
amusement. 

Mr. Rodwell has a farce in preparation for the 
Olympic. 

Miss Helen Faucit commenced her engagement 
at Glasgow on Monday week; “ King Rene’s 
Daughter” in which she personated Jolanthe, has 
been very successful. 

Clara Novello, who lately married Count Geluscci 
of Feimo, has returned to the stage which she had 
deserted for the count, ard is now prima donna at 
Rome. 

A new comedietta bearing the droll title of “ A 
Dead Take In,” from the pen of Mr. Wigan, will 
be produced to night. 

Paris Cait cuat.— Bordas has been re-engaged 
for her Majesty's Theatre in the Haymarket ; in the 
int: rval of his leaving he is giving some performan- 
ces at his native place, Simoges. Madame Froger, 
who had been announced to appear at our Italian 
‘Theatre, made her debut on Thursday last in “ Na- 
buccdonosor ;” she possesses a fine voice, and 
knows how to manage it; with her also appeared 
Malle. Arnaud, a young pupil of Duprez, and made 
her debut. At the Grand Opera a new ballet, enti- 
tled ‘* Nella,” is in rehearsal, for the appearance 
of Fanny Cerito and Saint Leon. 

Dramatic TestimonraL.—Mr. G. F. Tomlins, 
whose recently produced tragedy ot “ Garcia ”’ de- 
serves to take a permanent place in the dramatic 
literature of this country, received a few days since 
from a number of literary, dramatic, and artistic 
friends, a costly silver snuff box, in testimony of 
thei: appreciation of his talents as a writer, and of 
his zeal for the national dtama. 

Mrs. Keeley having given up the part of Crisp, 
in Buckstone’s comedy of “ Leap Year,” it will be 
sustained by Mre. F. Matthews, of the Adelphi 
Theatre. : 

A new farce entitled ‘‘ Cool as a Cucumber,” by 
Mr. Jerrold, jun., has been accepted, and will be 
produced at the Lyceum, in the course of a few days 

Mr. G. V. Brooke is in London, and will appear 
at the Olympic on Monday, as Othello, 








Mr. Macready performed at Sheffield on Wednes< 

day, Thursday, and Friday. The characters he re- 

resented were Macbeth, Othello, and Richelieu—his 
Lwecll engagement. 








ADVERTISEMENTS, 





ARIA MANNING, Gecrge Manning, Bloom- 
field Rush, taken from life during their 
trials.—A cast in plaster of Mr. O’Connor, with a 
plan of the kitchen where he was murdered. Models 
of Stanfield-hall and Potash-farm are now added to 
the Chamber of Horrors, at Madame TUSSAUD 
and SON’S EXHIBITION BAZAAR, Baker- 
street, Portman-square.—Open from eleven till 
dusk, and from seven till ten.—Admittance, ls. ; 
small room, 6d. extra. 





RGYLL SUBSCRIPTION ROOMS, Great 

Windmill Street, St. James’s.—Musical direc- 
tor and conductor of the band, Mr. Laurent, jun.— 
This dancing academy, for the tuition and practice 
of dancing is NOW OPEN, and will continue 
open for the whole of the season. Teaching, daily, 
from eleven until four o’clock, by Professors Calkin, 
Franconi, 2nd Moxey, &c. For termsof Private 
tuition, apply at the office. Terms of Subscription 
for morning and evening practice (the same not 
transferable) —Six months, £5. 5s : one month, 
£1. 1s.; one evening, 1s.—The dancing academy 
will open at a quarter to eight o’clock, practice to 
commence at half-past eight, and terminate at half- 
past eleven precisely. 





RAMATIC INSTITU TION.—Govcu 
STRELT, WiLson StREET, Grays Inn Roap. 
—The above Institution having undergone extensive 
alterations for the season, for the study and prac- 
tice of the Drama, Fencing, Dancing, Elocution 
and Music, in classes under instructors of known 
ability. Honorary Members, four shillings per 
quarter, with the privilege of introducing a friend 
each performance. Any further information can 
be obtained by applying by letter post-paid, to the 
Manager, at the Institution, or personally, between 
8 and 10 in the evening. 
N.B.—The above Theatre may be had for private 
performance on very moderate terms. Apply to 
the manager at the Institution. 








SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Three Months....One Shilling. 
Six Months .. .. Two Shillings. 
Twelve Months .. Four Shillings. 
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